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‘A woman here- who' tned to kill
herself is the focus of efforts by doctors
.at Lakeside Hospital, the Central Intel-
hgence Agency -and international  ex-
perts;. all- of whom are trvmg to. keep
herahve. R L LRSI L

5 The expertxse of such a far-reachxng
mxx ‘of doctors was drawn together by
one who remembered that the poison
..the~‘woman took: also- was used in the
_celebrated assassination of Bu!garxan
defector Georgx I Markov in London in’
1978 B = e

The woman, 48 was out oi immedi-
ate danger yesterday, but she remained
in mtensxye care Lakesnde reported:s >

B s
~3gShe and her husband fouﬂht Tuaday‘
evemng. Afterward she: ‘became " de-
-pressed and-até about: a: ‘dozen' castor
beans, which contain.alethal poison.
calted ‘ricin.' -The: packet‘ ‘of beans was’
clearly marked ‘with* ‘warnings, said. Dr‘f
Leigh - Thompson, - = cli

<y, .J:n

pharmacologlst.~ o

v,..p

~; .tamed‘ the” castor beans ‘and thus’ were
_Z'able to- 1dentxfy the ponson- There I8 Do

samepoxson——ncm-—-wasused to
‘agsassinate- Markov,: “who- died -of ncmv
‘poisoning after"an’ assassin shot hxm‘..m
-the leg: thh a. pellet fired from an Ay
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»case, , and we knew we'd either have: to.]
~call the Russnan emhassy or the CIA.

-sion"'of the CIA in Langley, Va:, hopinz:
doctors there could advise him on treat- |
ing “his patient. He was:put in touch

who has a specxal mterest in ricin.

A CIA spokesman said Green has
.studxed"the scientifie literature
';.dealmgsf:vnth ricin- and .knows
sclentxs’ts in’ research centers,
ax:ound the World ‘who are experts’
_in-thé pmson "He contacted many
.of themmfor Thompson "and asked
“,advxce ‘gp how to treat the strxcken
woman here f 0
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i Umve;sxty ‘Hospitals doctors Had
already begun. cleansing her blood.
and giving her plasma transfusions..
:Her potassium, . calcium .and ‘mag-;
-nesium levels had dropped danger-
oust low, and they gave her. »large
;‘doses to.raise.those levelsa i
e Dunng one conversatlon, Green.
-advised,Thompson to keep:a sharp
watch for- m'egular heartbeats-
- which'. could kill _the patxent. And
at.that very moment ‘the woman s'
. heart began. beatmg megularly iy
§ eThompson ordered doctors in 'the,
. intensive: care unit to pnt a pace-
: maker: on:‘the ~woman’s “heart. to:
’keep itsbeating - normally»" hat

Smceff.here 1s 1o known antxdote

xther tment: has . consisted; pri-;
X manlysoﬁ;plasma transfusions,;
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momtonng ber.vital signs and cor-
‘recting’ any‘{unexpected problems.:

‘Thompson phoned the medxcal divi--

with Dr. Chnstopher Green, a physxcxan

-__-“Rlcxn kxlls when 1t enters the

If she does ive, she may "be the.
flrst known:survivor-of; ricin - poi--
soning. Doctors_around the world;
will learn:from her case how to;
dxagnose and treat other rlcm
poxsonmgs. : , S M,
R Thompson said the poxson is so
lethal that- one bean could kill' a
child, . and four. or: five would kill-
an adult *Ricin, acts fairly slowly,
however. Markov died four days
after bemg hxt'thh the ponson*
pellet. e

sbloodstream,” causing.. the . blood’s
{red' cells, white cells and platelets
to"stick: to themselves like. glue:
That causes all the vxcnm s organs
to iall - ¥

‘ In addxtlon to contactmg the CIA
the doctors called the Northrup
King- Co: - in-: aneapohs growers
_of the bean seeds. . gt i
_ Cindy Folland, a hortxcultunst for |
Northrup, told:The Plain Dealer,
“This is.a _first. forkus,, the first'
‘intentional: poisonmg ~'This- was a
bxg shock - S

To her knowledge no one has.
ever dxed from eating castor beans .
she" said, although a_child once |
chewed a bean’ bneﬂy and became

ill. but recovered. .- SRR

" Folland explamed that many
plants are“toxic. Castor beans,as
-well - as’ the:stems and :leaves “of
:the" plant, are very toxic. Castor
:0il, made from the beans is refmed
and thus not toxic. " ':--.L‘f-_ LY ]

“She sald she doubts that the
company s will change the. castor
‘bean. packages because the packets




